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Although there
is a rich library
of in-depth
and extremely
informative
motorsport-
related books, there are few that you would
genuinely describe as being page-turners.
One notable exception would be former
Haas F1 boss Guenther Steiner's fantastic
Surviving to Drive. It's perhaps appropriate
then that Kris Henley's Starting from the
Back of the Grid shares this accelade, given
that Steiner provides the foreword.
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There's plenty of intrigue surrounding the 2024 World Rally
Championship season, which begins this weekend with its
annual visit to Monte Carlo. Join host Bryn Lucas and Autosport
WRC reporter Tom Howard as they discuss all the key storylines,
including the new points system. Title contenders Etfyn Evans and Thierry Neuville
share their views on the new season, while M-Sport boss Richard Millener explains
how the Ford team plans to appreach the year with an all-new driver line-up.
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instances in Hong Kong when attempting
to find that elusive breakthrough. There is
an unfiltered rawness to the recollections,
and this is one of the factors that

makes this one of the most engaging
motorsport books on offer.

Much like Top Gear or The Grand Tour,
the errors of judgement and the mishaps
along the way are what make this what it is.

But it’s the structure of Starting from
the Back of the Grid that truly makes this
a book that cannot be put down. Rather
than rattle off the full story of what
happened in Hong Kong with Star TV in
one hit, this is interspersed with more
recent jaunts in the F1 paddock. There is
also a through line - the conclusion of loud funny, if we ran a rating system
which shall not be revealed here - of an here, this would get full marks!
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moment where they made a similar
error. This writer certainly did!

But to those on the outside looking
in on what often appears to be a very
pelished world, Henley pulls back the
curtain and reveals some of the warts,
wrinkles and quirks that are thrown up
at almost every grand prix event.

This, then, is not a guidebook on how
to forge a career in motorsport media.
More than anything, this is a thesis on
what mistakes to avoid in the process.
Engaging, entertaining and laugh-out-
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